Smoke-Free Colusa County Monthly
Issue: 9 March 2018

JUULs and Youth
A new e-cigarette product
called the JUUL hit the market
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Health Groups File Suit to Expedite FDA Review of E-Cigarettes,
Cigars
Delay in Product Reviews Violates Law and Keeps Kid-Friendly Tobacco Products on the
Market for Years, Lawsuit Asserts
Press Release 3/27/18 from Truth Initiative at www.truthinitiative.org
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Although the groups strongly
support the FDA’s new efforts
to reduce nicotine levels in
cigarettes to minimally or
non-addictive levels, they also
believe that the FDA’s August
2017 decision to exempt ecigarettes and cigars from
agency review for years to
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of the science needed to
understand, and to educate
the public about, which
products actually do promote
smoking cessation and how
they can be marketed without
exposing young people to
unnecessary risk.”
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The lawsuit contends that the
FDA’s decision leaves on the
market tobacco products that
appeal to kids, deprives the
FDA and the public of critical
information about the health
impact of products already on
the market, and relieves
manufacturers of the burden
to produce scientific evidence
that their products have a
public health benefit.

3

The health groups’ lawsuit

that e-cigarettes have become

Democracy Forward

contends that the FDA’s

the most commonly used

Foundation and the legal staff

lengthy delay of product

tobacco product among

of the Campaign for Tobacco-

review deadlines exceeds the

youth, surpassing traditional

Free Kids.

agency’s authority under the

cigarettes. The 2016 National

Family Smoking Prevention

Youth Tobacco Survey found

and Tobacco Control Act (the

11.3 percent of high school

2009 law that established FDA

students use e-cigarettes,

oversight of tobacco

compared to 8 percent who

products). It also contends

use regular cigarettes. In

that the FDA’s decision

addition, high school boys

violates the Administrative

smoke cigars at a slightly

Procedure Act because the

higher rate than cigarettes.

FDA did not give the public

Both e-cigarettes and cigars

an opportunity to comment

are sold in a wide array of

on the change and did not

candy and other flavors, such

articulate an adequate factual

as gummy bear, cotton candy

basis for this radical change

and chocolate.

from the deadlines the FDA
itself established in the
deeming rule.
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May 17th 12:00-2:00 Colusa County Health/Wellness Coalition Meeting (Location
TBD) – Join Colusa County community members as we begin to develop a countywide health/wellness coalition! Lunch provided.

For more information or to R.S.V.P to the above event, please contact the Colusa County Tobacco
Education Program at TEP@ColusaDHHS.org or 530-458-0380.

Resources
Interested in a meeting or community presentation to learn more about secondhand smoke, thirdhand smoke, tobacco
marketing towards youth, or the Colusa County Tobacco Education Program? Contact us directly to schedule an
appointment:
Colusa County Tobacco Education Program
Contact: Amanda Pitts, Project Director
Phone: (530) 458-0380
http://www.countyofcolusa.org/tobaccoeducation

Like Colusa County Public Health on Facebook!

https://www.facebook.com/ColusaCountyPublicHealth/

Interested in quitting smoking?

https://www.nobutts.org/

1. “Why Should I Be Worried About JUULs?” JUUL 101 | Tobacco Prevention Toolkit | Stanford Medicine, Stanford School of
Medicine, med.stanford.edu/tobaccopreventiontoolkit/E-Cigs/ECigUnit6.html
2.Ibarra, Ana B. “Juul e-Cigarettes and Teens: 'Health Problem of the Decade'?” CNN Health, 15 Mar. 2018,
www.cnn.com/2018/03/15/health/juul-e-cigarette-partner/index.html.
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